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Conde commenting at the end of his history on
this tragedy says : " And so vanished for ever from
the Spanish territory this brave, intelligent and
enlightened people, who with their resolution and
labour inspired life into the land, which the vain pride
of the Goths condemned to sterility, and endowed it
with prosperity and abundance and with innumerable
canals, this people whose admirable courage was like-
wise in happiness and adversity, a strong rampart to
the throne of the Caliphs, whose genius, progress
and study raised in its cities an eternal edifice of
light which sent its rays into Europe and inspired it
with the passion of study, and whose magnanimous
spirit tinted all its acts with an unrivalled colour of
grandeur and nobility, and endowed it in the eyes of
posterity with a sort of extraordinary 'greatness and
a charming colour of heroism which invokes the
magical ages of Homer and which presents them to
us in the garb of Greek half-gods.
" But nothing is eternal in this world. This
people, conquerors of the Goths, who seemed through
the ages continuing to the farthest posterity, vanished
like phantoms. In vain do the lonely travellers ask
the sad barren plains of Andalusia, which were inhabit-
ed before by a rich and happy people, about its
glorious past. The Arabs appeared suddenly in Spain
like a star which crosses through the air with its light,
spreads its flames on the horizon and then vanishes
rapidly into naught. They appeared in Spain to fill
her suddenly with their activity and the fruits of
their genius, and endowed her with a glorious
glamour which enveloped her from the Pyrenees to
Gibraltar and from the ocean to Barcelona. But a
burning love for liberty and independence, a fickle
character disposed to frivolity and merriness, neglect of
old virtues, an unfortunate disposition to revolution,
provoked always by an inflamed imagination, violent
passions and ambitions, a spirit to doniinate, and other